Modern

PLAY AROUND WITH TRADITIONAL RECIPES,
ADD A TOUCH OF RICH RED TO YOUR TABLE
AND YOURE ALL SET TO THROW AN INTIMATE
AND MODERN CHINESE DINNER PARTY
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VVith food served in bite-size pieces and from
communal dishes, Chinese meals instantly
become a shared experence. And here in Hong
Kong, a wealth of spices, seasonings and flavourings
is right at your fingertips. So, what are you waiting for?
Pull out your wok and whip up a storm.

Firstly, give your dining room a chic 271st-century
look by combining modem and antique tableware
with striking red and black accents. Be sure not to
over-clutter your table. As Chinese food is designed
for sharing, you should serve everything on large,
central plates — chunky centrepieces will only get in
the way once you start dishing out the food. Choose
instead to focus on small, delicate touches, in order
to create a sense of fragile beauty. Carefuly placed
blossoms, like blousy while chrysanthemums in petite
red salad bowls, make for unique table decorations

Alternatively, head 1o Cat Street for some interesting
antique finds that will give your table a touch of old-
world China. Ivory-style hair combs and carved red
beads look pretty dotted amangst your table seltings

Keep your tableware minimal s¢ as not to detract
from your decorative efforts — simple crystal ware
and plain dark wooden or silver chopsticks are ideal
Pairing these with clean, white china works best and
also allows the food itself to stand out

entertaining
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OPPOSITE: Small iron wire
birdcage candleholder, $140,
square dinner plate, $360 set
of 4, Mondo black square
sauce dish, $26 set of 4, red
printed placemat, $260 set
of 4, alt Indigo

LEFT: OVOlogue's colourful
sweet and sour pork is a
contemporary take on the
traditional Chinese version.
Red placemat, as before
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